Risk factors in development of hepatocellular carcinoma in cirrhosis: prospective study of 613 patients.
In a prospective study of 613 patients with cirrhosis of different aetiological types increasing age, male sex, and non-UK nationality were found to be significant independent risk factors for the progression of cirrhosis to hepatocellular carcinoma. Seropositivity for hepatitis B surface antigen and the duration and aetiology of cirrhosis were not related to the development of the disease. Age and sex were also found to be significant risk factors when UK patients alone were considered. Seropositivity for hepatitis B surface antigen may be associated with hepatocellular carcinoma only because hepatitis B virus infection is a common cause of cirrhosis.